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Le .v in ! . lohr  S luar r  Mi l lou t  o t rhcd i \euss io r ,  rherc  hare  been ver )  fcv  in reres l in -q
book-lengrh rut{)bn)grrphie\ \!ri[e. bl cco.omisi\ To be \ure, rhcrc lre. numhcr
ot rubbn)grrph ies on rhe ordcrot Lhis i\ how I gres up. this is how I sasedu..led,
thrs rs ho$ I got allmy good idtrs. rhcsc lre rlllhe pcoDtc I knew. n.d these rrea 
thc r\rrds I received. Nonc ofl|eD ol .ourse voukt $cr Lrc suggejerl rcading tar
! cou rse in bioSfuph) lnd ruhb iogrnfh! in i deprrlncnt ot litefur ure No, ou r br
rre voluhcs oticn lvrilrt. b! clder nrrcspcdfte wnhin thc economics protessnJn
reflectin! back on rhrir Lilc s Norl, nu.h !s Sir t,crff lvcdawar (19?9) wrc1e r./1,.2
tu r  lounS St i .n t i : !  E !e .  \uch  du lob io { rxph csrsceorge St j f l c fs .  rnd  Mi t ton  rnd
Rose Fr iednr ln  s ,  hnre  l iu lc  l i te r . r !  vx l t rc_  nor  do  lhe !  i t lunr jD  c  nnrch  bcyond the
Pcr \onr l  sLonc \  o l rhe i r  ru lhor \

In re.enr ),exr\- howeler. w. hrlc beei lodunntc to hrve lwo nrcnNirs, written
by ccoiomLsls. thfi lfe *orrh rnking seriouslr- becrusc the! go beyond tookinS brck
on condei L,!es lived. The lirsr ofeourse is t)e drc McCbskeyi (t999) Crosri,si
t ,tt,,dt: lhe second is Friid) vodiglirnis (2001) .4lrtntukt d dn F.oNnin.
' I  

hc  n rnner  loca lcs  McCloske! ' \  ScDder  contu \n i .  !nd  i l s  rcso t r to !  in  nodern
Anrcricr. \!,Lh thc transgendercd p!srge iiexrri.lbly woven wnh \,rcctoskeyi p(!
tc\$o.rl cxr.er. Modiglixni'\ nrcnrir i\ r. exccptional stort ol inr m iSmridr. loss,
rnd  econ\ ln ,c t io !  o fse l t  Each o f rhosc . r r .n r ivcs  tEnscerds  I  j r r row d isc tp l in ,
rr! bcus ol rr economisas idt.nr! r\ economi\r.

To ilbe rutobiognphie\ Ne sh.uld norv rdd n Lhid. Jrnos Kofl i hls wrilren
Nhlt hehas sulrritlcd/fr?(xltt M.,tui^ ol an tnktkdudlJor,trcr, r. lccountof
h , \  g r \ i rg  u f  rnd  conr ing  (n  uc  in  Hungf ! -  hn  beg inn ing  r  l i fe  andcafcer f i6 r
n\ r.ournrlist. rhcn rs rn eco.onri\r. tr'hile Inhg hd workine rs r pxrrl nrcnrber in
! CoD urr\t r!8lnre. \!e lrvc in rhls volurrc rlt ofthe slandard r.opes ofa coming-
oilge nort drr\r ilonr hi\ MobiogfudricrLl! \jenificant lerrs (weintraub 2005)
as $ell rs r Ljra In hre iddlc r{c ijll.d {ilh honoN. lcknowtedsmenrs, srudeirs,
and n t r t r i r l comlbr r .  Bur  Kornr fs  l i t .  wr !  io r  in  nny  s !y  usua l .  r 'he  morcs  and
pa\srScs.id Lrrnsitions in hi\ own lita were alnr)sr nLrvn!\ !!derstood. bJ, hinr. !s an
attenr ro |!e a nn&lliie in N complcr Nuthorn.riri y)crer! Thar hee crled nlm
thosc terrs rvirh rn inlcmfi (nrl repuld0r rs rn e.oiomist, rn cconoDisr who saw
c lexrLy  rnd  spoke r ru rh l l l l ! .  i \  ro  in r l l  n rc r \u re  o f  the  mxn.

A\ ! \chol&e.oronri{ ofcourse Kor.u i\ known lbr his erny rcchnicrl srudie\ of
the $cirlln economic\. his ils.i 

 

ins mrcir pr ro come ro Lcrms wirh the Deoctassicrl
rdcr of 8cn.ful equLjrbriuD iD hi\ rnrch prri\cd (bur apptueilty tLtLlc rcd) \olume
Ant i  E4 t i l i l ) r i t r t  l l \ )71 t .  rd  h i \  l . le r  work  dch i l ing  rhe  ac tur l  complc \ i t i cs  end
sbu.(urc ofth. rulL) pln.ncd Hufgrriri cco.omy and its Solier bloc counrcfpans.
Fo l l {Nv ingrheco lhpsco l lh .Sov ie ts }s tem.h .bcgrnwr i l jngon l tu r \ i rn  ccononr ies
frcnr ap€.\pcclivequne u.likclhJtofmosr\!e\tcrn c\pcrr\'' \!ho Nere immedrarcly
prepxrcd to redesiSn nrtronrl ccoromies on lir\l pfincittcs. Ard iow in the post
Sovier perbd. he ha\ hr.l lirlL rcccss ro We(er. inrcllccrual couDu.nies. rnd rL
able k) consn ucl r schofuf\ lilc olhr]fr lerr in Budrpc\r aDd hrli r ]erj rl thrlad.
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His accounts ofbccomi'rg I Communist in the immcdirre po(\!er pcriod, work'

ine  rs  r journr l i s l  ib f ie {dy  r  dec ldeun l i ld re  n id  1950s.  p rn ic ip r r ing  in  the  nrb l
leciurl shiti iD HunS!ry thar $ds ro lerd 10 Ih. uprisin-r in 1957. r.d secine clearly
thal r rcscafch career ineconoDics was what he sought as his o$n path !w!) lionr
p r r r J . . . I \ i . m  r u n r i u ' e  r n ,  J  n i . h r g | " . .  l r , l r

Kor nri's lccountofthe revolution nnd hrs rclc in rcn inin! i.lolved yet apxrt pre$
ents mml issu€s lhrt ler ol us ha\e eve. hrd Lo i!ce. Beginiiig dlier ll'e period of
revolurit)nnry upfisins. Koh.iN)rked rr)reri(lnD.e irdettrdeirly lronrr'eoffcial
regirie a\ d eco.o,ii\r. ore {ho srghr ro i'Nrer rhe r(ds, rc.hii.lues, lnd locabu
hrv oi w.sle, n Drrr,en,rtirs Lo undeisLud ho$ n) rhink L.igicnllr rbodr so.ialistplan-
nrng ud fuN ()csrhc$ \hr\rstl en.i\t.rteloncs r. co.\lructing exphnrtions lnr
whr r  h .  oh \c rvcd  I l i \  in ( i r l  r r i f s  to  thc  Wc\ t .  ro  ( ' rmhr  gc .  Lhen k )  the  L . rdon
S.hool ol FlcoroDLcs ir ar. cxrl! to mid-1960\, rnd hrs relurn to Hun-q.r t *rlh the

elenenr\ ol Anti.E4uilihrnut? (l9ll) (rhich he \vnrc l{) betLcr urderstand reocl.ssr.al
lheo.y) in drrii are Lhe \tull .l n. rdnrLrrhlt trle ol s.holarlr" rite!ril] His entr-

Sem iders lbout nntrrage ec(nnD, ies, vnr bldseL coi(fuirns. aid $ on.rerred a rich
locrbuLxrr" rnd rLrs\ ol nn cls rhrtrorLd se.e loorgrnirer lrrietl ofrfultses.

l  l  Kor  r r i  the  n ie f l ) i r i s l  h r \  { l i l l i cu l t  nn l i \ sucs l . lLL .e .  t . r , t i .dLar ly  x$oc i -
dcdNt rhhLshr !Ln !bcc . rne f r ln rsLxs l i c ( l rnnnunrs t la r lhcdeudeor \ ) r l i c rWoi ld
War  l l  On thc  \u r lL rcc  rh is  i s  a  s lo ry  o l  h is  i l i ng  nNry  i r rm po i i t i r \  in  lhc  1950s,

and rh. c.nlir\ing choic.s 01 how tr) Lle in nn inlarmer sociely. BUL lhese rre nol
sinple n,.tLers ro disc!ss. rnd Koriri, in rhis ntedDii. avoids facile brcnrldes. He
needs ro expfuin rlLe6 ro hnnseli rnd Ne rs nadefs are witness to this nroral selt:

anrl)sis Clernr iL was N difiNlr book fof hitrrro wfile, forhe had to conre b 1e.ns

nor orly $ irh dledgucs \!ho hchlved badly bul with his o\n rttcmpts. nor nl\!.ys
perlecrLt $r..e\nnl. rli lilc 0i ftlrcst aDd upriShllit in r soc,rL! rhrr NN rn,bilalent

wherher ldnos  Komr is  workwi l l l i veon h  h i \ ro r )  i \  no t  rhc  i s \ue  th r  he  is  an

econodi* conneos him wi$ us, ard thar hc hus lcd a lila ol honor and senousness of

n ind  o lnendsh imro  us .  H isbook  s  \ub t i t l c ,  \pe !k ingo l  h is  in te l lec ru ! l journey , '

hadlt doc\ rh \ c\tinuhlc nrxn-o, h's \tory,ju\tice.
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