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Tlris book is a corrrpilatiorr o1'eiglrt 1lreviously
pr,rblislretl "stt.ttlies," as tlte arrthor reíbrs ttl tlreln,
iltrd il pleíirc,e lvritten {br thc voluntt-, Whr,,slrotrld
?}nyolle lvislr ttl actlrrire ir collet:titln oí'previt.lrrslv
publishccl wor"lrs? lirotrt a practical perslrcctil,c.
tlre studies ltave lleett prrlllislrecl ilr u,iclely clis-
paratc vcnucs, l,anging flr,orn tlrc casily acccssiblc

lou,rnal of Econonl,ic Perspecti,l)es to tlre inacces-
siblc-to-rnost articlcl irr Hrrrtgaríall onl,v; hcnc:c,
lravirrg tlrese stuclies groupecl togetlrer rrrakes í'or
a lranc\, reference volume, \4ore irrteirestingl},,

Járros Korrrai lras createcl trtr arrtolriograplrical, yet
critical, lristory of lris owll e(:ollotlic thorrglrt as it
evolved over tlre last tw<-r clecades, His selection
tr:iterion for irrclusiorr is the cclnnt,cticlrrs lretween
ec,onotrtic arrd political systerrrs u,itlr tlre resrrltirrg
it,trpt,trts íbr, arrtl l)roc(ls clf, c}rarrging ttrc vstem
as cxcl}}pliíiccl lly tlrc rccctit grcat trarrsltlrnra-
tirtn ft,rlrrr sociali.srtr to cirpitalisrrr, 'flrr.: stttclics arr:
sorncrn hat }Iungary-cc,rrtlic u,itlr l,c,gal,d to cita-
ticltts atrd persclrral t:xatrrlrlt,s; h{lwt]ver, I firrd tllis
to be a strerrgtlr trot a weakness of the book. Tlrc
reader is exprrsed t<r irnptrrtant contributíons tl,r,
IlungariaDs to tlre lristory of econolllic thotrght;
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irr additirln, valrial-1h irrsi{rlrts irrtcl policv issucs itr
tlrc tt,ansition cc:onotrrics Arc glcarnccl fron tlrc:
expcriences 0f sor]reolle wl.rl livcd tl-rrrlrrgli sys-
terrr clrarrge twic:e, N,íost itnportarrtl1,. u,itlr soll}e
trrinor e<liting ttl rerrder tlre strrclies self-cotttairrecl
ancl liberal cross-t,eí,'crerrcing, Kortrai procluccs a
l,1ook t}rat restt.lres svstetns to its pride tlf- plrrce irr
curnparatit e ecottotnics and provides a solid irrtcl-
lectrral Íilrrrrdtrtitlrr Íi-rr írrterpretirig tlre last trt entv
),eirrs oÍ' tlre grcat tralnslbrrrration.

Ktlrtrai arrallges tlre strrdies trclt itt cltrtltttt-
logical olcler lly clatc of 1lublicatiolr lrtrt lathcr
"historicallv" to íillltlr,l, tlrel road írclrrr sclcialisrri
to capitalisrn. 'I'lrc, Íirst stuclv is an cxcc}rpt lrorn
Kornai (]992) cltclse,tl to illustrtrte tlre colrerence
of tlre classical socialist sl,stetn. 'I'liis tlrerne ol
irrstitutional ecluilibriurn is prrrsuecl in the rrext
tr,vo strrclies bv arguirrg tlre ftrtility of graltirre
crttto otre sl,sterrr (socialisrn) í'undarrrerrtal clrar-
acter:istic;s of tlrc- polar opptrsite systerm (capi-
talisrrr), Tlre rrext íbr_rr stuclies tleal witlr sl,stettt
c}ratrge begirrrrirlg r,vith the speecl oí' trarrs{i)t,lTlit-
tit-ltl. cotrtirrr rirrg u,itlr tr retrt.rspectirre ilssesstrretrt
rlf trarrsjtiolr alter fiftt,r,tr vears, and conclrrdirrg
by drar,r'il}g lcssolrs |rortr tlrc glcat tralrs{brrria_
ticln ftl:, C,-rrl;a. Sarrdrl,iclrcd irr betrl,tlt,:tt thc lr.rttcl,

t,r1,o is a fasc,irrating philosophical cssa},, avaiiablc
irr Hrrrrgllriilrr orlly orrtsidcl tlris volrrlrre:. prrlllirrg
tlrc tnclilning oí'systerrr clratrgc, Tlic íjrral stuciy
arglles ftlr a lrolistic. rrrrrltidisc:iplirrarv a1,11rrtlaclr

to systems itl u,lriclr irrstitutiorral equilibrir_ttn is
vier,ve<l as r]lore tlrarr ii slrlll of its parts frlllowirrg
irr tlre traclition of greilt thinkcrs suclr as N,Iilt,s,

Mises, Hay,ek, trrrd Sclrrrrnpeter. }'rtltn readirrg
this volrrrne, I clevc,,lopecl a decp aclrniration íbr
tlre breaclt}r arrtl rnatlrrit.y t;í' Ktlrnai'.s sc},rolarslrip
attd rtcu, alrpleciatiolr lor lris ilrsiglrts into furrcla-
rnerrtal issttes irr cclttrparativel ecottt-ltttic svstetrrs.

I l,vas irrtroclucccl to .Kornai's scholarslrip in glad-
uilte school irr 1968 w,lren I read fuíathematical
I'ltt n n i n g rlf St ru c:t tlral I) e c:i si cl n,s ( Korrrai l 967).
For l]le, tliis book wils an importarrt bridge
contrectitrg tlre 1rrec;ision of matlrematical rrrocl-

els witlr tlie irrstitutiotlal riclrtress of tlie descrip-
tivc literatrtre cln tlrel plllrrrretl t,ctltttlrny at a tilne
rnl-rerr rnathernatical rigclr w,as clnly, beuirrrrirrg to
find íts r.vllv intcl t:onrpilratit,e ecottt_ltnit,s. 'l'jallinu
C. Ko<.rprrratrs atrcl }ohn lvliclracl Mclrrtias w(]rc
atlrlut tcl pirltteer t}re applicatitlrt rlf rrtatherttati-
cal rigor to ccotrotrrics svstctrrs (Kooprlrarls and
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Morrtias 1971 arrcl Nlontias t976), Interestirrgl1,,
Kor:nai writes in tlre bclok's preface: "Some
decades hertce, it rvill be tratural arrcl self-evident
irr Hrrngarl,t<r use matlrematical rnoclels irr pre_
paring lorrg-term plans" (Kornai 1967, p. vii). My
rrext expt)sllre tcl Kclrrriri'.s sclrtllarslrip r,r,as severAl
veil],s iríter leavirr.g gracltrirte sc,hool w,lren l strrrg-
glecl, trot errtirel.v sttccessfrrlly, to rttrrlerstarrcl lris
ideas in Anti-Et1uilibriutn: On F)conor c: Systems
Theorq anrJthe Tasks of Resetlrclz (Korrrai l97l).
.[n tl-rc;l,olrttnc unclcr rclvicw, Korrrai u,ritcs about
tlre terrsions irr his orvrr u,ork between rnatlrenrirti-
cal precision arrd tlre proper concelptualizatiorr of
econorttic systems, "I Íirst atterrrptec{ to apply,tlre
sy,sterrrs paracligrn in nly book Ar i-EqttililLriutrt
(Kornai ]971), btrt irr a polernic and irr lltalry \^/a}/_s

in a rirw or lra]ílrraturel forln" (filotrrclte .l0, p. ] 90),
suc,lr reíreslrirrg selí-criticisrrr <rí' earlier u,ork is
forrrrd in several plilces tlrrtlrrglrorrt ttris boclk. Irr

aclditiorr, korrrai is honc,st arrcl clcar aborrt tht, rclle.

ltis owrr values play irr tltese strrclies takirrg carel itt
nrtlst instanccs to scparatc positil,c Í1,orrr llol,lna-
tive statelilOí}ts. Iror reatlers $,htr l<trorv Kornai's
rvork only lrorn lris irrílrrcrrtial writings on slrort-
age ecolltrtnies ancl tlre soft brrclget cr,lnstraint,
this book is a useful introductiorr to tlre breadtlr
arld cleptlr <tf tlre scholarslrip <lf this nrajtlr irrtel-
lectual figtrre in comparatirrc econotrric sl,stctrrs.

Becattse korrrai,uvisltes to extract tlre essence tlf
systetrrs fiorn a positive arra\,5i5 oí'tlre gleat trans-
Íilrrnaticlrr, a natural startirrg 1rtlirrt Íbr rrry review
is his 1990 book, The Roa.tl to ct Free. Ec:onclnty:
Shifting front, a Socia.list Sqstem-Th e Exan4lle
of Hulglry (Korrrai 199()). rcfcrlcd to hcl,caftcr
aS Roa.d. Apt\,, tlre title clf tlrc. Hrrrrgaritrll ver-
siotr, wlrich bcgan as a lccturcl in Buclapcst irr

August 1989 to about-to-becorrre policyrnakers irr
tlre rrervlv elec:ted l{urr.garian government, cott-
tairrs tlre plrrase "passiclnate pamplrlet," Incleet{,
Rclatl is a persorral statement lrom the helar:t of
an insicler wlrcl joírred tlre Hungariatr Cjorrrrnurrist
party íts it teenilger in )945 arrd experierrced his
owrr syster.r-clrtrngirrg epiphtll}v sotlle tetr years
lilter; see Kornai (2006) íbr il filsciriatirrg arrtobio-
grapliical accotttrt oI'lris earlv lil'c arrd lris lilc-lortg
irttellt:ctrral jorlrrrcy. Tlre lvrrclrlrirrs of Kclrrtai's
visiorr of thc ncw socicty irr Roa,cl arc political
derrrrlcracy arrcl indiviclrral frcle clrclice, u4riclr lre
openlv adrrrits colne frorn lris own valtte systern,
Nrrt surprisingly; a crrrcilrl ptllitical colnponerrt tlf

tlrc, classical socialist s.vstcrrr discttssc,cl irr thc íirst
strrdy is tltc, <lottrittartt idcrllogv of t[rc sirrgle 1rarty.
T\lro cconomic propcrtics, ttatnclt, tlrc clornirrancc
rlf statr: owllership antl llun:aucratic crlordinaticln
of cc,onotrric activity,, arc intcrtrvirrccl r,vith tlris
itleoirlgt, ttl 1rrrlvide coherence anti consistency tt,t

thc rcstrlting svstetrr, As a result, in tlre second
stttd.1,, Ktlrtrai argues that r:ef<lrrn sclcilrlisrrr is trclt
a proper st,stern but at best an unstable halfrvay
lrottse, As a thirrl wav rnarket st;cialisrn íairs rrtl
better irr tlrc tlrild stucly,; it is denotrnc,ed ils nutlr-
irrg trltlre tlrarr a tlettlrtr Íi,orrr tlte t:olrect rtlatl, F-or
Kortltli, a plol)cl,s),stctn rcqrtircs a sct ol'cclrnllati-
llle ilrstitrtticlrts attt{ tt<lt sollte c()tlv,(,x cottrbirtatiotr
of institrrtiot. s of ,r,ariotts typcs.

In Roacl. Korrrai argues íilr atr evolutionar1,
proc,css lcacling to tlrc, crcation of a nc,r,r, privatc,
sector bv elirrrinatirrg all errtry barriers ancl b,r,,

lrarcleriing tlre soft buclget constraints enjovecl b,v

state-ow,tlecl firrrrs. Irr lris vierv, a clomirrant state
sec:tot, crc+atels {tn tlne\err playirrg fielcl and c,rorvcls

out private activit1,, He argues against íiee tlistri-
butiou arrd worker ownersl,rip arrd in íbvtlr clf si-rles

as tlre proper rrrethtld oÍ'privatizírlg state-owned
firrns. Rr,rrisitirrg Roatl t{,n,vears lirtt,r ilr tlrt, lorrrt}r

stucl1,, Korrrai 1>rcscrrts cviclcrrcc lrorrr tlrc cxpcri-
cllccs of trarrsitirlrrirrg ctltttttrit,s ttl r,,alidate lris
corrcltrsions aboul bot torrr-lrp clcvcl,lplncnt oí' tlrc
privattl st:ctclr atttl sillr,s tlf statt, asscts. H()tve\,(lr,

Kornai is higlrl;,, c,r,itictrl of lris vie,rvs concertrirrg
lTlacroecontrrnic stabilit.r, a,ltd rl,rites: "If st;rne

tniraculotrs time nlaclrine could ttrke me back to
tlrat tirne (witlr trtv thotrglrts as tlrey are toclrr,l), I
wotrlcl rer,r,ríte thc clrirpter before serrcling it to tlre
press" (p. 75). Poigrrarrtl;,, t}ris clrapter irr Rrlr.lr/ is
errtitlecl "Tlre Surgcrv í'or Stabilizatiott" arrcl the
sin ttl lr4riclr lre is coní'essirtg is excessive speecl.
l]asicallr,, Korttai filtrlts lrirrrsclf lor rrot preclictirre
tlre tralrsitiolral recessiolrs tlrat virtually all coulr-
tlics clxpcric,l,tcccl, but I tlrink tlrat korrrai is bcirrg
totl harsh a selílcritic. Irl Road.lre argues tliat tlie
nrost irnlrortant trracrocconotnic policy problcrn is
stoppi ng irrflrrtiorr c1 r rickly. Convetrticrna l retrcrspec-
tion supports this positiorr as recltrcirrg irrl]atiorr to
tolerable levels appears ttl lrave beelr a lrecessary
c,orrclitiorl ,íbr tlre r:esurnptiort of grorvtlr in trarrsi-
tiorrirrg coutrtries, Irr this study,, Kcrrrrai alsc, reÍ'ers

to rvork irr tlre nrid-].990s irr w}ric}r lrc, illgtres tl,rat

t}re ro<rt (:altse c,Í'tlre transitiorral recessiotrs is arr
"instihltitlnal tro-tnarr'.s larrtl" Q. 77) reltttrniltg tlre



rea<lt:r'.s lrtttlntiott to tlrc centrlrl tlretrtt,l of t}ris vol-
tlffIe, i,e,, institutiorral equilibritrrn.

'I'lre fifth strrd1,, u4riclr originated as a

Presiclerrtial Acldress at a Worlcl Corrgress irr 2005.
is an arrrlritiorrs irrterdisciplinary essav basecl par-
tiall;,, orr Iltrrrgariatr corrtribtrtiotrs to ecottotnics,
ptlliticrrl science, history, arrtl pliiltlst-,1>lry, In addi-
tiorr, tablcs of datil arc preserrtecl to establish tlrat
"rt hat has ttrlterl place irr C]errtral Easterrr lltrrtlpt,
irr tlrc last clccaclc arrcl a lral| is a succcss stor;-
urrparallelecl in lristory" (p. l02), In aclclitiorr to
bcing tlrc, Iongcst ctttry irr tlrc lrook. tlris cssay
rnay be tlre least satisí\,irre of' trll irrtc,llectrrally
because it fails to aclriel,e cohe,l,e,trt closrrr ] oll
the topic. Kclrrrai appears to be grapplirre again
r,vit]r thel terrsiorr.s tlrat arise frorrr applying one's
owll nornrative valrres to juclge outcclmes tlrat
have trnpleasilrrt side effects, e.g., ine,qrrities irnd
lrarclsh\ls. Irr cc-rtrtrtrst, trltlrcrr.rglr trt tirrres eqr.rally
brt,ad antl plrilt_lsoplrit:irl, tlre sixtlr stucly sttt:t:ec,tls

irr t,stablishirrg it coltc,rc,tlt ct-rtlccptual lr,trrnct1,ork

lor distirrgrrislrirru svstt:tlt cltaltgt: ft,clttt l,c,ftlt,ttt.

Using libcral cross-rcí'crcrrcing arrcl contrastirrg
clearly positive arrcl ntlrrrtative statt:rnetrts, Kornai
proviclcs alr ccollornic dcíirrition for an c,c:otlotttic

systerrr tlrat can enilrrace all of tlre transforrrrir-rg

coutrtries because ít focuses on o\,vllerslrip arrcl

tlre co<lrclinatiorr lrreclranisrn u,hile al.lrlwírrg for
a monopolv political party tlrat tolerates variotts
irrstitrrtitltlal arratrgetrrents. Hetlce, Clrina is clas-
sified as o1r tlre rotrd to capitalisr-rr bec,atrsc tlre
trrorxpt.lly Cjtltrrttrunist par:ty condtlnes tlre tlorni-
llance oí'private ow,nership arrcl tlre rrrarke,t as the

1lrirrrary coorclirratiorr rttecl latristtr,
'l'hc scvcrrtlr stuclv purpol,ts to clrar,v lcssorls

íbr Culla íi,orn tlre exlreriet-rces oí trarrsíi;rnling
cortntrics llut doc,s rrot clo so itr tlrc stlrrrdarcl r,r,a;-

íburrcl irr policv papers, Ratlrer it is a far-reaclr-
irrg, relatively frcc-Forrn essíLv tlrat take,s a broacl
bttt sotner,r,lrat rruarrcec{ perspective oI} system
clrarrge. Although tlre dorninant tlrerrre is tl.e free
evoltrtiorr of tlre prirlate sector, careful attentiorr
is giverr to develr-lpinu ir complemelrrtary* insti-
tr-rtiorrtrl irríi,astrttctrtre, This vieu, is corrsistent
wit}r slor.l, brtt tr;ltrspllrc:nt lrsselt privatiz.iltion (by,

sales) arrcl tlrc cotctrrpor&l}eous cleveloprrierrt of
a social strfety rtet to crrsltirxr soltle rlf t}re l}eces-
saly acljustmctlts clurirrg tlrc transitiorr. Takcn as
a group. tlrcse ftlrrr strrclics offc,r ir cleilr visiorr tlf
Kornai's rctrospcc:tivc asscsstnctrt of tlrc grcat
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trilnsÍbrmation. I]is litrnrrs test {br tlernot,racy is a
pt,acc íir l tran s l c,r c,í' p <rurc,r at l t, lr st t rn,icc,, I lourc,vc,r,
sttrvival rll dctttocracy llrilv clclllertd tlrr 1x1.;,,irrg
morc attcntiorr initiallv botlr to arrrcliorating tlrc
nr:gativr,, cons(,||lrerrces of r]ecess{tr), clrangcs arxl
to protrroting tlrc sinr ttltatrcou s clcvcloprllctrt oí' all
constituent parts of tlie institrrtiorral eqrrilil;rirrrn.
Irrterestinsb,, this lesson tna1, lrave been learrred
b1, tlre ptllitical leaders irr Clrina lrrrt appliecl to
trraitltaíning sirrgle-party political dorrrinatrce
ratlrer tlrarr 1rrrrsrrirrg detrtocrircv

The capstorre study ext,ends tlre cclrrceptttal
írtrtnewt;rk ttl tlefirre er systern paratligln, Ktlrrrai
list thrcc, c,onclit,itlrrs íbr a tlcíirritiorr, nirtlcly,, ir sct
clf' crlttrttttlrr 1lrcllllt,:rlls clr 1luzzles, il collll]loll coll-
ccptual fi,attrcwot,I<, artcl a coll-Il,llorr rrrctlroclolog}.
He argrres íbr a lrolistic srlcizrl-sciel}ce approaclr
ancl clriclc,s c,co,1,1olTlists for rrot rcladiltg rcsc,arclr irt

pc.,litical sciettc,e. soc,iolclg1.,. arrd law Korrrili claitrls
tlrat a prop ]r atralvsis c.,f systerns, l-1otlr existirrg
arrd potential. is ttot sirsceptibie to rriatherrratical
rigor. Hel cotrcltrcles llv rroting the lrrtilitv of pr:en-

clictiorr based t''l} a systetrrs paradigrn providing
as evitlerrce his t_lwn and t_ltlrers' lailrrle tcl preclict
outcclmes dtrrirrg tlre gretit trttrrsíbrrnatiorr. I find
tlrese stirtenrents trorrbling if rnatlremlltit:irl rigor is
takeri to trrearl applvi rrg state -oÍ:-tlre -arts cr rrpi rical
teclrrriqrrt:s ttl clclrrly, specified artalr.,ticlll rtrrtlt,r-

pirrrrirrgs coltrplctnc,rrtccl u,itlr a jtrdicious scrrsc lbr
tlrt, i rrrprlrtanct, of irlstitr itirlns lrtid ct lt tntrt,-spt:ci fi c
dctails. Kornai's ÍaíIurc to prcclic:t corrcctly irr

l967 tlre econtlnric sitrrlltiort in Hrrlrgart, severitl
cl,ecacles later (Kornai ].967) does rrot clirninislr the
irrtportatlce <lf lrratlietrtatical rigor itr cotrtlrarative
ecotrotnics, Ratlrer tlre proper rnethodology, íbr
tlre systerrrs parirtligtn tlrttst irrc]rrde srrclr rig<lr ttl
irríbrrn rtrry atrill1,sis o1'tlre ttrt-as listclcl by Korrrai
as rille Íilr reseitrch itr cotrr1,1arative ectltttltnit:s,
natnclyi tlrc c:otltirrtting clcvcloptnetlt oÍ' ("hitra,

varirtttts,,l,itltil r tlie capitalist svsterrr, protllerrrs tlrat
carr bc vicwcd as a svstcm microcoslrr (c.g,, hcalt|r
care), ancl the "gltrl,1a}, liistrlrical trarlsíilrrrrtrtirln of

thc greut capitalist systctlt" (p. 20l ),

Puttirrg systetlrs at tlie ÍilreÍrorlt oÍ researclr irr

comparative economics is a lauclalrle accomplislr-
metrt oí'this book. Urrclerriablv, sorrre background
irr otlrer clisciplirres is importarrt, ancl per:lraps
e\;elt essential, to prcrducing hieh-qrrality sclrolar-
slrip irr ctltrrparatilre ecotttltnic, systtlnrs, tltlwever,
ntl retlcler slrorrld Lre leít rvitlr the iurpressiorr tlrtit

Book Ret,íeus



fJ56 Jtnrnal of Ecclntlmic Literature., Vol. XLVll (Septentber 2009)

statistical ana\;5i5 arrcl rnatlrernatical rigor have
no place irt the new c<rrnparative econontics.
Followirrg tlre evolution of Korrrai s ou,rr icleas itl
tlris book, tlre reader is presentecl w,itlr a cr,llrer-

errt picture of tlre crucial aspects oÍ'institutional
eqrrilitlrirtm itr a s_\,steill pirradigrrr. Irrclrrtlirrg tl,re

tnatltt,trtiltic:irl rigol, oí] Kol,niri's earlir,,r rnot,k ils tt

coll]pollerrt clí' tlle rrrethclclology <lf tlre s,\,stetll

paracligrrr adds tlrc corrsistcncy tlrat Korrrai woulcl,
I arn sure, corrdorre. Aíter reaclirrg this review irr
rnanuscript, Kor:nai vvrotcl in arr crnail cofillTlu-
trictrtiotr to rrre dtrted April 30, 2009, that "r alTl

very muclr irr favor of rrsirrg tnatlretrratical instrrr-
rnerrts wlretre, ver it lrelps t tnt{erstarrdine. Hou,ever,
probably,tlrere is an inverse rellatiorr be,tr,veen tlre
complexity of a problerrr arrd tlre availabiliry- oí'
appr:opriate nrlrtlrerrnaticllrl toclls.'l.'lre errlphasis is
crn tlre trdjetive trl;propriate,"

'ftris book is ir r.1,orthwhile reatl for ttrose wlro
arc trot í'amiliar witlr tlrc lnor(, philost-,phical
lvtlrl<s of ktlrrrai llrrt it is also art exccllettt lcrcad
lol tlrosc rn ho knorn/ solne or cvcll lnany of tlrcsc
strxlies tlranl<s trl tlrc valrrt,-acldr:d providcd lry tlr<,

author's sc,lf-c:r,aluatiotr arrcl tlrc cohcrcncc aclclc,cl

b,r, lris effective crtlss-referencirrg. In tlris lloclk,
Korrrai elevates s.vsterrrs to its proper plac,e irr tlre
ne\^r coillparative ecclntrtrrics paradiem.
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tidited b), h]rrresto Zedillo, \Vashirrgttlrr. D,C,;
l3rookings Irrstittrticln Prelss; Ncw llavc,tr: Yale
()errter íbr Strrd,v of Glollalizatitlti, 2008, P1:. r,
23i. $62.9,5, cloth; $26.95, paper, ISBN 97E-
0-8l 57-97 |4-Z, clotlr; 978-0-8 |57-97l 5-9,
pt,k Jr:I_,2008_07l6
Tliis volrril)e elnergecl írorrr a corrí'ererrce lrelcl

at Yale Liriiversitv irr 2005 ancl gatlrers lrttlinar-
ies irr tlre strrcly oÍ'clirnate change Írorrl across the
fie,lds oI clirnate sc;ie,ttce, econonlics, ancl pulrlic
polic,v. Altlrtlugli prrblislied three )/ears aíter tlre
irritial cclnf'erent:e. t}rtr book remairrs errtirely rel-
evatrt itr ternrs oí'its statecl gclals alrcl arrdience,
airrring to provide lnolTl()lrttttn arrtl Íbrrrrtlational
krrorvlcclgc Íbr tlrc irrtcrrratiorlal cotrrtirutrity's
clt,il,c, trlrvards a post-Kyotrl Prtlttlcrll agrcc:ttttlttt.

Gil,ctr tl-rc r:;tralitv arrcl c:laritv tlÍ'tlrc corrtrihutiotts,
it s}rrlrrld s()rv(, as an tlsst,rntiirl r(;f(.llt:t]c(, to thostl
errgaecd in tlrc process of rregotiating the rrext

iteration of tlre clirrrate regíllle, u4lile frrrrctirlr-ring

as perlraps an even more irrrportatrt rcsource for
strrclet' ts lrnd citizerls follou,irrg tlre cleliberations,
I]r, coverirrg tlrt- liltest (alnost) scicntiíic utrclcr-
starrdirigs ar' tl tlebates, perslrectives orr lottg-terrr-t

ec:onotrric, choic:cs irnd possible arclritcc,tLrres í'or

tl-re cIirnate rt,gir-rre. arrtl r,,ie\^,s orr clitnate ptllicv
fr,orrl íivc cl,ucial corttttrics irt botlr tlrc Not,th arrcl

the Sr;utl-r, tlris excellent set clf papers clearlv lays
orrt tlrc tct,rain upor} u, iclr clirnrrtc govcrnancc
pltrvs out.

Yet this acc,ornplislrnretrt also serves to highlight
u,liv the vtlltttne is lrltinrately disappoirrtirre in a

c:rttc:ial u,a), ancl throrrglr rro larrIt of tlre contribu-
tors or editor. The corrclrrsiorr reaclrecl is í'arrril-

iirr-clirrrate clran.ge is a comlrlex prolrlerrr. 'l'lre

introtlrrctory clrirpter by Errresto Zedillo tntrkes

the strclng (:írse ttrirt proviclirrg prrblic gt_lotls (i.t-l.,

cclllcctivt, c,lIbrts at adt]rt,ssing clirrratt, chttrrgtl) is
di |ficult ill lttt isstlt: lil<r,: c,lirrrate cltatrge wltett tltet,e

is rcal scicntiíic unccrtaint1, (and solllc lirrgcrirrg
lack of scielrrtific cOTlscl}stls). long tirne lrrlrizcltts,
arrcl largc and poterrtiall1, trncqually clistributccl
costs arrcl llenefits. As clear arrd inftlrurative as tlre
clrapters are, the collectirre cotrclusion reaclred
eclroes wlrat has been written aborrt clinrate


